APPLYING TO PRIVATE COLLEGES &
REQUESTING LETTERS OF
RECOMMENDATION

CLASS OF 2025

L



PRIVATE COLLEGES
-

Private colleges are not part of a “system” of colleges.
Private colleges usually cost more than public colleges.

Private colleges usually have more money to offer grants
and scholarship opportunities.

Private college deadlines and application plans vary
greatly.

2022-23 Guide to CA Independent and Private Colleges

2022-23 Transfer Guide



https://cdn.ymaws.com/aiccu.edu/resource/resmgr/publications/2022/college_and_transfer_guides/aiccu_college_guide_2022-23_.pdf
https://cdn.ymaws.com/aiccu.edu/resource/resmgr/publications/2022/college_and_transfer_guides/aiccu_transfer_guide_2022-23.pdf

APPLYING TO PRIVATE COLLEGES

.,
0 READ application(s) thoroughly.

O Verity if the college to which you are applying requires a
supplemental application.

0 Become familiar with admission plans (Regular,
Rolling, Early Decision, Early Action)

0 Private colleges will expect that you understand
admission plans



Early Decision vs. Early Action

Early decision plans are binding — a student
who is accepted as an ED applicant must
attend the college.

Early action plans are non binding — students
receive an early response to their application
but do not have to commit to the college until
the normal reply date of (typically) May 1.



THE COMMON APPLICATION

Com%ggﬂ FIND A COLLEGE  Planforcollege *  Applytocollege  Support your students QU m Creste an account

Your future

starts here
Www.commonapp.org

Apply to college for the first time or transfer to
complete your degree. Navigate your entire college s
application journey with Common App. 4

Start your application

More than 1000
Public and
Private Schools
Utilize the
Common
Application

Q_ Enter college name



COMMON APPLICATION
[

Your Part
[1 Create an Account (Opens August 1, 2024)

1 Complete Application (Most college deadlines are
between November and February)

(] Invite Your Recommenders (AFTER asking in Person)
(FALL)

Parts You Will Need Assistance With

1 School Report (Counselor); Letters of
Recommendation (Counselor and/or Teacher) (FALL)



COMPLETE APPLICATION
-

Dashboard My Colleges Common App College Search Financial Aid Resources
-
Profile Pr

I Profile
Family s
Personal Information
Education
First/given name*
Testing
Cheryl
Activities oy
Writing
Middle name

Courses & Grades
0 college(s) require

Last/family/surname*

Linquiti|

Suffix

- Choose an option - b

Preferred name (nickname)



INVITE RECOMMENDERS (FALL
-

Teachers: Ask in person and then send the invite on the Common Application. Each teacher may
have a separate process. Ask Early - some teachers will set a limit to the number of letters they
write.

Counselors: Counselor Letter of Recommendation Process Make sure you enter your counselor’s
email correctly. If you mistype the email address, your counselor will not be aware of your
application and will not have access to it.

common (.
app

Dashboard My Colleges ‘ Common App College Search Financial Aid Resources

Recommenders & FERPA

Chapman
University

-

v FERPA Release Authorization

College Information
View Details v

Application
Questions Invite Recommenders
Recommenders are people who will submit forms and information to colleges on your behalf.
I Recommenders

and FERPA
Invite Recommenders
Review and

Submit - Common
App

(© Counselor
You must invite a school Counselor who will complete the School Report and other forms for you.

Invite Counselor



https://docs.google.com/document/d/1tx-IZw89ELHigzQG65W85oECJow990Ta2h-ubOoX1uk/edit

LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION
-

a Private colleges generally require recommendations
from your counselor and one or two teachers.

2 You are responsible for determining the letters and
forms that are required by reading the application
thoroughly.

o Verity deadlines prior to making your request for
application assistance.

a Make all requests for recommendations in person!



FERPA

FERPA Form

| acknowledge that every school that | have attended may
release all requested records and recommendations to
colleges to which | am applying for admission. | also
understand that employees at these colleges may
confidentially contact my current and former schools should
they have questions about the information submitted on my

Release of behalf *
Authorization:
FERPA for,m Please select one: *

(® 1 waive my right to review all recommendations and

must be supporting documents.
Comple'l'ed in (O 1DONOT waive my right to review all recommendations and
supporting documents.
order for us to HESES
communicate | understand that my waiver or no waiver selection above
! pertains to all colleges to which | apply and that my
.Gnd or Sme It selections on this page cannot be changed after any
Info rmation on recommendation or application submission.*
your behalf to
Signature * Date *
colleges. -
Cheryl Linquiti May 18, 2021 =
Date uses "month day, year" format 6

A y|



SCHOOL REPORT FORMS
[

0 Report Forms are usually required and can be found in
the application. (Included in Common Application for
Common App Schools)

O You may find separate forms for teachers and
counselors.



2024-25 Common App Essay Prompfts
I

1. Some students have a background, identity, interest, or talent that is so meaningful
they believe their application would be incomplete without it. If this sounds like you,
then please share your story.

2. The lessons we take from obstacles we encounter can be fundamental to later
success. Recount a time when you faced a challenge, setback, or failure. How did it
affect you, and what did you learn from the experience?

3. Reflect on a time when you questioned or challenged a belief or idea. What prompted
your thinking? What was the outcome?

4. Reflect on something that someone has done for you that has made you happy or
thankful in a surprising way. How has this gratitude affected or motivated you?

5. Discuss an accomplishment, event, or realization that sparked a period of personal
growth and a new understanding of yourself or others.

6. Describe a topic, idea, or concept you find so engaging that it makes you lose all track
of time. Why does it captivate you? What or who do you turn to when you want to learn
more?

7. Share an essay on any topic of your choice. It can be one you've already written, one
that responds to a different prompt, or one of your own design.



REQUESTING COUNSELOR

RECOMMENDATIONS
-

For COUNSELOR recommendations:

0 Complete IHS Letter of Recommendation Survey on Naviance
(SUMMER)

o Complete or update your Resume on Naviance (SUMMER)

- Window to Request a Letter of Recommendation from Counselors
opens September 16, 2024 and closes on October 11, 2024.

o Review Transcript on Aeries

= Meet with your counselor (once the above items are complete)



A > COUNSELING & PRINT

COUNSELING GqoEon

QUICKLINKS
Welcome to the Irvine High Counseling Department Website. Our
mission is to provide academic, personal and social, and college
Counseling Program
and career planning support to all students. The Irvine High
Counseling Team works collaboratively with all students, parents,

administration, teachers, and the community to prepare students
for their post-high school goals. We look forward to working with _
10th Grade

?@ 12th Grade
Community Resources

Community Service Recognition

our students and families this school year.

Irvine High Scheol (ounseling

A W i
Ms. Keller - Mentagl Mr. Ryiz - Cellege and
Health Specialist (areer Specighist

-% Course of Study

Transcripts

: Enrollment Process
Hrs. Klambery - . :
Ceunseler Hr.Davis - Ceunseler
—_ Dual Enrollment
@ K Financial Aid Information

Mr. C'Cennell -
Ceumnselor

M. cel @ - Ceunselor

i

Ms. Martinez -
hegistrar

IUSD Student Support Services

Ms. Mung - Frojec ‘ Mental Health/Wellness Services and

Syccess

s
Mrs. kussell -
7 counselng plerk

Hrs. Linguibi -

Mrs. Meling - Nmin Ceunseler

Resources




. Welcome to Naviance Student.

IPSFaL_ iy

Please choose your user type.
/ This allows Naviance to help you log in the way your school and
district prefers.
A o S
Student Parent or Alumni
Guardian

Guest

I'm new and need to register!



' v Demo v n }Av{ DL AboutMe v

A About Me Home Documents and Notes
Account Resume
My Account Goals
You are logged in as Demo Linquiti at Portfolio
infort Irvine High School -
rage

Test Scores

Documents Shared with Me

Surveys
Surveys from Your School
Game Plan Survey

Graduation Survey

Home  Self-Discovery  Careers  Colleges  Planner @+ Demo v B X DL AboutMe y

Resume

Add/Update Sections Print/Export Resume

Add new entries to your resume by selecting a type of entry from the menu below. If you're not sure what information to provide, you can select an entry type and read the c

tips displayed. When printing your resume, you can choose which entries you want to display, so we encourage you to add as much information as possible.

We noticed you haven't created a resume yet. To get started, select the Plus button.



' v Demo

A About Me Home

Account
My Account
You are logged in as Demo Linquiti at

infort Irvine High School

ragey

My Surveys

v 8

<] DL AboutMe vy

Documents and Notes
Resume

Goals

Portfolio

Journal

Test Scores

Documents Shared with Me

Surveys
Surveys from Your School

Game Plan Survey

Graduation Survey

Filter by

All progress

Graduation Survey

NOT STARTED

NOT STARTED

IHS Letter of Recommendation Survey

Senior Survey Class of 2021

NOT STARTED



TIPS TO CONSIDER
[

» Read applications and instructions.

o Verify and adhere to all timelines.

» Use one name only and an active email address.
» Complete the financial aid process.

» Research and apply for scholarships.

s Organize your educational and activity records.
- Stay on task.



AND...CLARIFY, REFINE, NARROW YOUR LIST
[

Seniors spend innumerable hours preparing
applications to private colleges to which they
have no intention of attending.

Discuss and consider your school choices with
your parent(s) and/or guardian(s).



IT IS YOUR RESPONSIBILITY TO:

o Make all requests in person!

- Read your applications thoroughly.
» Follow instructions.

s Provide all required information.

» Do NOT miss required deadlines!



THINGS YOU CAN DO OVER THE SUMMER
-

Letter of Recommendation Survey (Naviance)
Create a Resume and/or Brag Sheet
Common Application (August 1, 2024)
Finalize College List and Visit Colleges
Apply for Scholarships

Naviance National Scholarship Search

fastweb.com

collegeboard.com

IHS website > Counseling > Financial Aid & Scholarships

0
0
U
U



Questions?



