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PRIVATE COLLEGES

❑ Private colleges are not part of a “system” of colleges. 

❑ Private colleges usually cost more than public colleges. 

❑ Private colleges usually have more money to offer grants 
and scholarship opportunities.

❑ Private college deadlines and application plans vary 
greatly.

❑ 2022-23 Guide to CA Independent and Private Colleges

❑ 2022-23 Transfer Guide

https://cdn.ymaws.com/aiccu.edu/resource/resmgr/publications/2022/college_and_transfer_guides/aiccu_college_guide_2022-23_.pdf
https://cdn.ymaws.com/aiccu.edu/resource/resmgr/publications/2022/college_and_transfer_guides/aiccu_transfer_guide_2022-23.pdf


APPLYING TO PRIVATE COLLEGES

◻ READ application(s) thoroughly.

◻ Verify if the college to which you are applying requires a 
supplemental application.

◻ Become familiar with admission plans (Regular, 
Rolling, Early Decision, Early Action) 

◻ Private colleges will expect that you understand 
admission plans 



Early Decision vs. Early Action

◻ Early decision plans are binding — a student 
who is accepted as an ED applicant must 
attend the college. 

◻ Early action plans are non binding — students 
receive an early response to their application 
but do not have to commit to the college until 
the normal reply date of (typically) May 1.



THE COMMON APPLICATION

More than 1000 
Public and 

Private Schools 
Utilize the 
Common 

Application

www.commonapp.org



COMMON APPLICATION

◻ Your Part
⬜ Create an Account (Opens August 1, 2024)
⬜ Complete Application (Most college deadlines are 

between November and February)
⬜ Invite Your Recommenders (AFTER asking in Person) 

(FALL)

◻ Parts You Will Need Assistance With
⬜ School Report (Counselor); Letters of 

Recommendation (Counselor and/or Teacher) (FALL) 



COMPLETE APPLICATION



INVITE RECOMMENDERS (FALL)

Teachers: Ask in person and then send the invite on the Common Application. Each teacher may 
have a separate process. Ask Early - some teachers will set a limit to the number of letters they 
write.
Counselors: Counselor Letter of Recommendation Process Make sure you enter your counselor’s 
email correctly.  If you mistype the email address, your counselor will not be aware of your 
application and will not have access to it.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1tx-IZw89ELHigzQG65W85oECJow990Ta2h-ubOoX1uk/edit


LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION

❑ Private colleges generally require recommendations 
from your counselor and one or two teachers.

❑ You are responsible for determining the letters and 
forms that are required by reading the application 
thoroughly.

❑ Verify deadlines prior to making your request for 
application assistance.

❑ Make all requests for recommendations in person!



FERPA

Release of 
Authorization: 

FERPA form 
must be 

completed in 
order for us to 
communicate 
and or submit 
information on 
your behalf to 

colleges.



SCHOOL REPORT FORMS

◻ Report Forms are usually required and can be found in 
the application. (Included in Common Application for 
Common App Schools)

◻ You may find separate forms for teachers and 
counselors.



2024-25 Common App Essay Prompts

1. Some students have a background, identity, interest, or talent that is so meaningful 
they believe their application would be incomplete without it. If this sounds like you, 
then please share your story.

2. The lessons we take from obstacles we encounter can be fundamental to later 
success. Recount a time when you faced a challenge, setback, or failure. How did it 
affect you, and what did you learn from the experience?

3. Reflect on a time when you questioned or challenged a belief or idea. What prompted 
your thinking? What was the outcome?

4. Reflect on something that someone has done for you that has made you happy or 
thankful in a surprising way. How has this gratitude affected or motivated you?

5. Discuss an accomplishment, event, or realization that sparked a period of personal 
growth and a new understanding of yourself or others.

6. Describe a topic, idea, or concept you find so engaging that it makes you lose all track 
of time. Why does it captivate you? What or who do you turn to when you want to learn 
more?

7. Share an essay on any topic of your choice. It can be one you've already written, one 
that responds to a different prompt, or one of your own design.



REQUESTING COUNSELOR
RECOMMENDATIONS

◻ For COUNSELOR recommendations:
⬜ Complete IHS Letter of Recommendation Survey on Naviance 

(SUMMER)

⬜ Complete or update your Resume on Naviance (SUMMER)

⬜ Window to Request a Letter of Recommendation from Counselors 
opens September 16, 2024 and closes on October 11, 2024.

⬜ Review Transcript on Aeries

⬜ Meet with your counselor (once the above items are complete)











TIPS TO CONSIDER

◻ Read applications and instructions.
◻ Verify and adhere to all timelines.
◻ Use one name only and an active email address.
◻ Complete the financial aid process.
◻ Research and apply for scholarships.
◻ Organize your educational and activity records.
◻ Stay on task.



AND…CLARIFY, REFINE, NARROW YOUR LIST

◻ Seniors spend innumerable hours preparing 
applications to private colleges to which they 
have no intention of attending.

◻ Discuss and consider your school choices with 
your parent(s) and/or guardian(s).



IT IS YOUR RESPONSIBILITY TO:

◻ Make all requests in person!
◻ Read your applications thoroughly.
◻ Follow instructions.
◻ Provide all required information. 
◻ Do NOT miss required deadlines!



THINGS YOU CAN DO OVER THE SUMMER

◻ Letter of Recommendation Survey (Naviance)
◻ Create a Resume and/or Brag Sheet
◻ Common Application (August 1, 2024)
◻ Finalize College List and Visit Colleges
◻ Apply for Scholarships

⬜ Naviance National Scholarship Search
⬜ fastweb.com
⬜ collegeboard.com
⬜ IHS website > Counseling > Financial Aid & Scholarships



 

Questions?


